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begin the complicated series of motions involved in
getting on to her legs the moment she feels a touch
on the saddle, and unless the rider gets his right leg
over quick, he will find himself in the air before he
is ready. The dhelul, the she-camel of the desert,
is a patient, sweet-tempered beast who will go on
till she drops.
Lawrence himself had a splendid stable of first-
class animals, and a body-guard of about twenty
reckless spirits from all over the Hauran and Western
Arabia. These men wore the most gorgeous robes
and rode the finest dheluls that money could buy—
and gold was nothing accounted of in the days
of Lawrence. His own Arab wardrobe was of the
most expensive and beautiful kind. He wore a
pure white silk over-shirt and loose white pyjamas.
Round his waist was a gold belt, in the front of
which was a gold-hilted dagger in a curved gold
scabbard, given to him by King Hussein. Over his
shoulders he wore a soft aba of sheep's wool, with a
deep embroidered yoke of gold or silver thread.
The suqs of Cairo, Damascus, Baghdad, Najaf, and
Hail were ransacked for the finest and most costly
products of Arab workmanship. Feisal himself
could boast no more splendid raiment than was
worn by his friend Lawrence. The embroidered
kafiya which does duty with the Arabs for hat, neck-
kerchief, handkerchief, and table-napkin, was held
in place by an agal, or head-rope of plum-coloured
silk threads caught up at intervals by close rolls
of pure gold wire. I once found my way to the
little booth in the Cairo suq where Lawrence's
agal had been made and explained that I wanted
one like it, but found that it would cost fifty golden
" guineas/3 forty-five of which were to be melted

